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“For me, the production means a lot – 
it represents new beginnings and a renewed 
sense of purpose as an artist.”
Kevin Finnan MBE
Artistic Director, Motionhouse

THE MAKING OF NOBODY
Who would have thought when I started work on 
Nobody that the premise of the show – to explore the 
tension between our inner lives and what we present to 
others – would be thrown into such sharp relief due to a 
global pandemic. 

When Covid hit in March 2020, I’d just started work on 
making Nobody, and our creation period came to an 
abrupt halt along with the rest of the world. In retrospect, 
this unexpected hiatus in the show’s creation has 
enriched it, completely changing the direction of the 
production. But at the time it was a daunting situation: 
how could I create a new production with no access to 
our dancers or the other collaborators – set designer, 
composers or filmmakers for the projections? We 
suddenly had no idea when the show would premiere 
and when theatres would reopen. 

There was a long period of being alone and where we 
couldn’t see each other. But that really focused me on 
how I could change the direction of the show and really 
reflect what was happening. I began to realise that there 
was a synergy between what we were all experiencing 
being confined to our own homes and what I wanted to 
express in Nobody. 

I became more and more interested in the voices in our 
heads, and how these were coming to the foreground of 
many people’s consciousness as we spent time alone. I 
became very interested in my own experiences and the 
stories I was hearing about how lockdown was affecting 
many people mentally – how they were struggling 
to deal with their inner voice. This approach gained 
traction when I heard a psychiatrist on a BBC Radio 4 
programme explaining that in fact the voices people hear 
in their heads when suffering from psychosis are their 
own inner voices – they just don’t recognise them as 
that. I began to read as much as I could on the subject, 
and this helped my ideas for the crow characters to 
develop and grow. 

All of the cast play two characters – a human and a 
crow. The group of crows in the show represent our 
inner voices, and our struggle to find ourselves and who 
we are. The whole first half became to me this sense of 
people struggling with their inner voice, of recognising it, 
of hearing, of balancing what it is, all of that struggling 
with yourself to find yourself. 

This is the first ever Motionhouse show with an interval, 
and this has opened up a whole range of possibilities in 
terms of the narrative arc of Nobody. In Act One we 
witness how the crows affect the humans’ behaviour; 
we follow the journey of their struggle to find 
themselves as they deal with the voices in their 
heads, represented by the crows. Then Act 
Two reflects the great lesson that many of us 
have learned from this experience about the 
importance of human connections.

When I’m making a new production, I work 
collaboratively with the dancers to create the 
choreography and movement vocabulary of the 
production, setting creative tasks, allocating time 
for them to ‘play’ on the set, in order to explore the 
possibilities that this offers in terms of being an 
‘apparatus’ for the movement to take place on. 

When we returned to the studio to resume creation, 
we had an incredible urge to be creative and to explore 
new ways of moving. I think the energy and emotions of 
the extraordinary collective experience of dealing with 
a pandemic we have gone through really shaped the 
content and the movement we were coming up with as a 
group. The new work, the new direction, the new energy 
all came together in the studio in a very short time after 
we came back. 

The narrative arc of the production really reflects this: 
the first act of the show is driven by the raw emotion of 
our recent experiences. There is a sense of isolation and 
being alone and the effect this has had on us all during 
the pandemic. In the second act there is a sense of 
coming together and the strength we all get from that.

I hope that Nobody is a highly relevant and moving show 
that resonates with the times we live in. For me, the 
production means a lot – it represents new beginnings 
and a renewed sense of purpose as an artist.

Kevin Finnan MBE
Artistic Director 
of Motionhouse 
and creator of 
Nobody

WATCH OUR SHORT 
DOCUMENTARY 
‘THE MAKING OF NOBODY:  
CREATING IN THE TIME OF COVID’  
ON OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL
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A version of this article was first published in The Dancing Times September 2021
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THE STORY OF NOBODY
ACT ONE 
In the first act we meet the different characters whose journeys we will follow. Each performer plays two roles – a 
crow and a human. The crows represent our inner voice – the voice we hear in our heads. The characters search for 
answers as the world unravels around them and they negotiate their ever-changing reality. As the act progresses, we 
witness how the whispering crows affect the humans’ behaviour as they struggle to find themselves and connect 
with each other. 

There is an interval between Act One and Act Two. 

NOBODY EXPLORES THE TENSION BETWEEN OUR INNER LIVES AND HOW WE 
MAKE SENSE OF THE WORLD AROUND US.

ACT TWO 
In the second act, the tension of Act One is resolved. In this dramatic and uplifting finale, the close contact work, 
throws and lifts emphasise the importance of being together and the support we all get from each other. The 
group works as one to escape from the darkness of their inner voices, leaving the crows behind them, and finding 
strength in working together. 
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